DCF Fact Sheet – Haitian Parolees

Q.  What is Humanitarian Parole and what are the implications of being given this immigration status?

A. Humanitarian Parole is an immigration status that enables the recipient to be treated the same as refugees for purposes of eligibility for public benefits including Temporary Aid for Needy Families (TANF) and Medicaid.  Individuals who do not qualify for Medicaid or TANF would potentially be eligible for eight months of Refugee Medical Assistance and Refugee Cash Assistance. Other services may include: Youth services for school-aged children, child care, employment related legal services, employment services, adult education, and health care.

Q.  What benefits and assistance may Haitian parolees receive*? 

A.  Haitian Entrants are eligible to apply for:

· Supplemental Security Income (SSI)*
· Food Stamps*
· Medicaid*
· Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)*
· Refugee Cash Assistance (RCA)* (RCA is essentially the same as TANF but for single adults or couples without minor children who are eligible for refugee services, including parolees)
· Refugee Medical Assistance (RMA)*  (RMA is essentially the same as Medicaid but for single adults or couples without minor children who are eligible for refugee services, including parolees)

RMA services include health assessment services available at county health departments.  The Florida Department of Health’s Refugee Health Program website includes contact information for refugee health clinics. http://www.doh.state.fl.us/Disease_ctrl/refugee/index.html

· Can apply for Work Authorization

· Access to public education for minors

(* If eligible based on other requirements such as income.)
Q:  What is the Cuban Haitian Entrant Program (CHEP)?

A:    Haitian Nationals granted Humanitarian Parole may be referred to the Cuban/Haitian Entrant Program (CHEP). This is a federal program administered by the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) that is separate from the federal Refugee Program, which is administered by the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS). The CHEP program can provide temporary housing and other short-term assistance.  Individuals/families rceiving CHEP assistance should apply for refugee benefits described above.  To refer individuals/families who are paroled to the CHEP program, contact Yolanda Coto, Senior Attorney from the Department’s Refugee Services Program. Yolanda Coto may be reached via email at Yolanda_Coto@dcf.state.fl.us or by mobile phone at (786) 877- 9487.

Summary of the Cuban Haitian Entrant Program (CHEP)
For a period of 30 days after resettlement for family reunification cases, 90 days for unaccompanied minors placed with relatives (including parents) or sponsor, and 180 days after resettlement for free cases, the CHEP Program can provide, or ensure that clients are provided, the following:

(1) Decent, safe, and sanitary housing; 

(2) essential furnishings;

(3) food or a food allowance;

(4) necessary clothing; and 

(5) other basic necessities, as appropriate.

Other services include community orientation, employment orientation and referrals, health orientation, cooperation with state and local authorities, and assistance with obtaining documentation from the DHS.

The CHEP program is funded by the Parole and Humanitarian Assistance Branch of USCIS. USCIS currently contracts with Church World Service and the United State Conference of Catholic Bishops to provide this assistance. 
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